Knowledge and technology needed for further development of mental health programmes.
Different preventive approaches of mental and neurological disorders are discussed. Special emphasis has been put on the advances of biological research in the elucidation of aetiological and pathogenic mechanisms of major psychoses, such as schizophrenia and affective disorders. Perspectives of genetic and psychopharmacological research are emphasized. Multidisciplinary efforts are needed for the improvement of existing preventive measures.